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February 2017 Newsletter  

Membership Eligibility: Membership is open to all spouses of all members o f the U.S. Armed 

Forces associated with Newport Naval Station, as well as spouses of International Students, 

spouses of deceased service members, and civilian spouses GS-7 and above associated with the 

Newport Naval Station. 

 

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 

I hope everyone got to enjoy the snow that came, even though it went just as fast!  We 

have a couple things going on this month but decided that with Valentineõs Day around the 

corner, people will most likely be making plans with their families or loved one, and so we 

will pick up on more activities next month.  

 

Please note there are a lot of board positions coming open this year and you can read all 

about them in this monthõs newsletter! We welcome all that want to join in and be apart of 

a great group of people that really make this military spouse thing a lot more fun! 

 

If you are interested in writing for the Newsletter, please contact me at milspousenew-

port.newsletter@gmail.com. You do not need to have experience in writing, we will help get 

your article publish-ready and we would love to know what is happening in your lives.  

Februaryôs Featured Event 
 

When: Saturday, February 11 @ 11:00am  
Where: Island Cemetery in Newport  

 
MSoN has partnered with the SNA (Surface Navy Association) to assist with Wreaths Across 
America . We are inviting you and your family to help in the cleanup efforts at Island Ceme-

tery in Newport from the wreath laying that was in  
December.  All wreaths need to be cleared off the gravesite and itôs a great way to stretch 

those legs and get some fresh air.  

Please RSVP for this event and let us know all family members who will be joining us on 

February 11, 2017.  

WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER 



2 

Disclaimer: Military Spouses of Newport is a Non-Federal Entity. It is not part of the Department of the Navy or any of its components and it does not have 
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        Board Position Opening   

Message From Our President:  
After our January Board Meeting and discussing the upcoming year, we realized that MANY of our 

Board Mem-bers and Committee Chairs will be PCSing this summer. We have had a completely full 

board for the past two years. We are being proactive to find spouses who will be in the area for at least 1 

year, if not longer, to come on board with MSoN and to train to take over these positions.  

The Board meets once a month to discuss pressing matters, to plan upcoming events, and to make sure 

that MSoN is the best spouse club that it can be. If you are interested in coming onboard with MSoN, 

and can commit to one evening a monthïï plus any volunteer hours associated with the Board / Commit-

tee Chair position, then please send me an email at mson.parliamentarian@gmail.com before March 1, 

2017 to be considered. On April 1, 2017, the nominations will be published in newsletter and the vote will 

take place on May 2, 2017.  

Below are the positions that we are looking to fill. Some positions will need training so that the new 

MSoN Elected Officers / Committee Chair will know exactly what to do and will be prepared to take 

over the position in the coming months. If you have questions, please email  

mson.parliamentarian@gmail.com  

Board Member Positions 
 
President - Preside at all General Membership and Governing Board meetings, unless circumstances prevent 

it, and prepare agendas, to be distributed in advance, for such meetings. Appoint the Parliamentarian. Appoint 

Officers to fill positions that have become vacant. Appoint the Chairs of all standing and special committees, 

with the approval of the Elected Officers, unless otherwise provided for in these Bylaws. Be ex-officio a mem-

ber of all committees, except the Nominating Committee. Act as a liaison between the Club and command offi-

cials and between the Club and other civic organizations, while recruiting new members. Be responsible for 

conducting the business of the club in accordance with these Bylaws. Give final approval for the monthly 

newsletter, prior to publication. Oversee the Treasurer during the year-end audit. Be a signatory on all MSoN 

financial accounts. 

Vice President ï is able to perform President duties, when the President is not available to do so. Will also take 

over positions of the Board/Committee positions if positions come open. 

Secretary ï Comes to as many board meetings as possible to record minutes during the meeting and prepares the 

minutes for approval by Board/Committee during the following meeting. 

Parliamentarian - Read and review the bylaws, make sure that our club is following the bylaws closely, and pro-

ceed over any votes that we may need to make. We updated the bylaws in February 2016 and they are good for 2 

years. So that part is done. Also ï this person will also oversee any and all votes that take place within the organiza-

tion. This person will need to make as many board meetings as you possibly can.  

Committee Chairs Positions 
Socials Chair : Plans and executes all planned events for MSoN Members. Brings creative ideas to board meetings 

about upcoming events, creates events within website, sends out emails to members who plan to attend events, at-

tends as many events as possible (or plans for at least 1 board member to be MSoN representative during event). 

Training will be needed.  

Newsletter : creates monthly newsletter for president approval with upcoming information, events and news that 

directly relates to ALL MSoN members. 

Hospitality Chair | Co-Chair : Plans Spring Welcome Coffee Social, Fall Welcome Coffee Social and the largest 

event for MSoN members ï the Annual August Welcome Social. This position will need sufficient time for train-

ing.  

The Pink Book Chair : This person will take over the editing, proofing and executing of the printing of The Pink 

Book. This book is our biggest seller and profit maker for the MSoN Club. This position needs sufficient time for 

training. 

mailto:mson.parliamentarian@gmail.com
mailto:mson.parliamentarian@gmail.com
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Announcements  

Our charities application was just up-
dated for 2017. If you know of any lo-
cal non-profit organizations directly 
benefiting military families in the New-
port and surrounding RI communities 
that could utilize funding for continuing 
existing projects, undertaking an ex-

pansion in their organization or creating all new programs, please refer 
them to our website for more information: https://
milspousenewport.org under the charities tab.  

We are always looking for volunteers for our MSoN charities committee, 
that meets twice a year, in early fall and late spring, to consider qualified 
applications received; also to serve on our MSoN scholarships commit-
tee which meets from January through May to update the applications, 
promote in our area schools and military communities, objectively decide 
the MSoN award recipients and plan a nice reception to honor those se-
lected. 

 

Every year, MSoN awards scholarships for 
graduating high school students residing in 
the greater Newport area who are depend-
ents of active duty, retired or deceased mili-
tary personnel. We also offer scholarships for 
spouses and dependents in post-secondary 
education, certification, or professional pro-
grams. If you meet all of the eligibility, require-

ments and criteria, we encourage you to visit:  
 

http://www.milspousenewport.org/Scholarships  

https://milspousenewport.org/
https://milspousenewport.org/
http://www.milspousenewport.org/Scholarships
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=scholarships&view=detailv2&&id=8C28A6F9B77E6A8400F4D8AA3C13384DEF1FCE7C&selectedIndex=55&ccid=AL9eFUSj&simid=608012283431489148&thid=OIP.M00bf5e1544a3aeac3c53687814740f7fo0
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Announcements Contôd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPASS and Setting Sail 
If you are looking for volunteer opportunities and have a little spare time, come check out Set-

ting Sail! 

Setting Sail is a spouse-mentoring program through Naval Services FamilyLine and is a much 

shorter version of COMPASS. (COMPASS is required in order to become a mentor- you wonôt 

have to drive to Groton to take it, either- weôll be holding one right here in Newport Feb27-

Mar2.) 

  

Like COMPASS, we share all those details that we dependents need to know right from the start, 

like how to access benefits, reading an LES, tips for PCSing and coping with deployments. 

Classes are every 3 weeks at Chapel of Hope. 

  

If you would love to share your expertise, help educate the newer generation of military spouses 

and join an amazing team of incredible mentors, let me know! If youôre worried about having 

only a little time left here in Newport, there are COMPASS teams throughout the country, so 

youôll likely be able to transfer right over at the next duty station. 

  

To register for Setting Sail or COMPASS, you can email Sarra at settingsailnew-

port@nsfamilyline.org and let me know which date youôd like to attend or you can visit our 

Facebook page and RSVP for that event. We can also discuss requirements to becoming a COM-

PASS and/or Setting Sail mentor! 

  

Upcoming dates through next month:  

Setting Sail 26Jan 900-1200 Chapel of Hope 

Setting Sail 16Feb 900-1200 Chapel of Hope 

COMPASS 27 Feb-2Mar 0900-1300 Chapel of Hope 

mailto:settingsailnewport@nsfamilyline.org
mailto:settingsailnewport@nsfamilyline.org


5 

Naval War College Announcement 

Disclaimer: Military Spouses of Newport is a Non-Federal Entity. It is not part of the Department of the Navy or any of its components and it does not have 

Governmental status. 

  

 

 

 

We have had a great turn out for the NWC Lecture Series. Please see Februaryôs dates 

and come join in the fun! You do not have to be War College spouse to attend! 
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Evening Book Club  
When: February  15 @ 7:PM 

Book:  Family Life by Ahkil Sharma 
 
Location: Safari Room, Ocean Cliff Resport, 65 Ridge Road, Newport 
Newport, RI 02840 
 
We hope you can join us.. For more information, please email 
mson.eveningbookclub@gmail.com. Feel free to bring a friend! 

 

Special Interest Groups Get connected with 
others who share similar interests. We are pleased to 
be a referral source for the following groups. 
Book Club: 
The 2nd Monday each month ð Patricia Poirrier / 
Email: trish4000@cox.net 
Home School Liaison: Melissa Robb / Email: 
MARobb@cox.net 
Mahjong: Caroline Medley / Email: 
caro.medley@gmail.com 
Aquidneck Island Moms Meet up: Jordan 
McVeigh/ Email: Jordsaire@gmail.com 

 

Volunteers needed for the MSon 

Committees 

The Shipõs Bell 
Volunteers needed to help man the Shipõs Bell 

Monday to Thursday, from 10amñ2pm,. 
Email: milspousenewport.theshipsbell@gmail.com if 

interested. 

 

 Newsletter Committee 
Volunteers needed to help with article and event 

submissions. This committee will take up very little 
time and can be done by anyone who has computer 

access. Email: 
milspousenewport.newsletter@gmail.com  

if interested. 
 

Meals for New Moms 
Help us welcome new babies of our members by 

bringing a meal to a new mom. We need volunteers to 
help make meals! For more information contact: 

mealsfornewmoms@milspousenewport.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MSON Activities ï Get Involved! 
Come join us for our monthly events , night out, and monthly Bunco get- together! Below is a listing of special 
interest groups and volunteer activities to keep you busy while you are living here. Check our website often for 
monthly events and activities! www.MilSpouseNewport.Org 

Disclaimer: Military Spouses of Newport is a Non-Federal Entity. It is not part of the Department of the Navy or any of its components and it does not have 

Governmental status. 

 
  

Date: February 28  

Location: Upper Green Lane Community Center 

Time:  6:30-9:30pm 

Cost: $5.00 
 

Mardi Gras Theme!!! 
Please register on the event on the official MSoN Facebook page 
(if you don't have Facebook, register by sending an email to mil-
spousenewpprt.secretary@gmail.com, and list what type of 

cookie you are bringing.) 

 

 

mailto:mson.eveningbookclub@gmail.com
mailto:trish4000@cox.net
mailto:MARobb@cox.net
mailto:caro.medley@gmail.com
mailto:Jordsaire@gmail.com
mailto:milspousenewport.theshipsbell@gmail.com
mailto:milspousenewport.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:mealsfornewmoms@milspousenewport.org
http://www.MilSpouseNewport.Org
mailto:milspousenewpprt.secretary@gmail.com
mailto:milspousenewpprt.secretary@gmail.com
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MSON February EVENTS 
 

 

Friday Morning Coffee 

 and Convo 

 
This is an informal gathering and is a 

great opportunity to meet new People 

and learn about what Rhode Island 

has to offer. Children are  

welcome. 
 

February Dates:  
 

03 Feb 2016 9:00 AM (EDT) Å French Con-
fection 72 East Main Road Middletown, RI 
 

17 Feb 2016 9:00 AM (EDT) Å French Con-
fection 72 East Main Road Middletown,  RI 

 

Fun-Filled Events Coming Up 
 

 
Wreaths Across America Cemetery 

Cleanup  

When: 11 Feb 2017 

Time: 11:00amð2:00 pm 

Location: Island Cemetery in Newport 

We are inviting you and your family to help in 
the cleanup efforts at Island Cemetery in New-
port from the wreath laying on December 17th.  
All wreaths need to be cleared off the grave-
site.  

Please RSVP for this event and let us know all 

family members who will be joining us on Feb-

ruary 11, 2017. 
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President : Stacey Benson 

Vice President: Joy Goodrich 

Treasurer: Kaitlin Krozel 

Secretary: Sue Cowden 

Parliamentarian : Tricia Storey 

Honorary Advisors: Cindy Harley, Carrie Davis-Boyer,  

Pamela Martin 

Charities & Scholarships : Jessica Mathis,  Sarra Nelson 

Hospitality : Jamie Stowers & Nickole Drum 

Socials : Melonie Koss 

Meals for New Moms : Christina Peterson 

Membership : Amanda Krivacs 

The Pink Book : Donna Ridolfi 

Website: Stacey Benson 

Newsletter: Rebecca Brinkley 

Publicity: Erica Pena-Vest 

The Ships Bell : Mykel Lockwood 

International Liaison: Anna Davis 

MSoN 2016-2017 Board and Committee Members 

 

The Pink Book 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Have you heard about the òPink Bookó? It is a directory of 

recommended services, products, and places that have 

been enjoyed by military families stationed here in 

Newport, RI. Printed versions are available at òThe Shipõs 

Bell.ó You can also purchase online access at 

www.milspousenewport.org. All proceeds benefit 

members and the charities we support. 

Disclaimer: Military Spouses of Newport is a Non-Federal Entity. It is not part of the Department of the Navy or any of its components and it does not have 

Governmental status. 

 

Contact Information 

Do you have any questions or want to volunteer?  Please feel free to email us at: president@milspousenewport.org 

And if you would like to submit article ideas or recipes for us to share in the newsletter, please email us at 

milspousenewport.newsletter@gmail.com 

 
** Where are we located**  

Upon arriving at the Naval War College, enter through the main doors and 

check-in with security at the quarterdeck, which is located to the right of 

the main entrance. Once you show your Military ID and let security know 

that you are there to visit The Ship's Bell, you do not have to be with your 

sponsor to visit our location. Follow the hallway to the end and The Ship's 

Bell will be the last door on your right. 

http://www.milspousenewport.org
mailto:president@milspousenewport.org
mailto:milspousenewport.newsletter@gmail.com

